In the course of the discussion following the paper, at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Mr Clearly not till they had passed through their general curriculum, and until the examining boards made it a feature to test students on special questions, or until honours were given to men who showed proficiency in special branches at qualifying boards other than the London University and some of the institutions where higher degrees were obtained, there would be no motive for the general mass of students to take up special subjects. Of course, the subjects of general surgery and general medicine were much more serious matters to study now than they used to be, and specialists were being developed because of the necessity for subdividing these general branches, on account of these very innovations and improvements. It was a mistake to say that there were no pupils or classes at special hospitals ; they were to be found at all special hospitals of any reputation, although schools and large fees were absent, and these students came from among the most distinguished of the general hospitals. At the hospital with which he was connected he had the honour and the advantage of the assistance of most distinguished students, even from that great hospital, and there were many who were Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons by examination came to him to learn something which they had not always learnt in the special departments of the general hospitals to which they had been attached. Sir Sydney, in speaking of these special institutions, had said he admitted their necessity for contagious diseases, lying-in, or consumption. He doing, and that really many of the best students of the general hospitals went to them voluntarily to improve themselves in a way they found they were not always able to do at the general hospitals.
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Mr. Henry Power said : Some of the special hospitals are rather hardly dealt with by the Distribution Committee of the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund. He attributed the improvement which, he said, had obviously occurred in the character of the students, to the circumstance that the education, partly due to instruction received at special hospitals, was very much better, while the knowledge which was required of a young student nowadays was vastly superior to what it used to be. He considered, however, that students were required to learn too many facts from books, many of which were relatively unimportant. However, the result of the present system of education had been to introduce into the profession a large body of very highly-educated men, who were competent generally to do their work well in the world.
